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Tyagarah Sustainable Community Alliance

traditionally known as the 

Tyagarah Progress Association 

and Hall Committee, Inc.

P.O. Box 1542, Byron Bay, NSW 2481

www.tyagarah.org

(02) 6685 7498

September 19, 2003

Mr Paul Forward

CEO, RTA

P.O. Box K198

Haymarket NSW 1238

Dear Mr. Forward,

I am writing on behalf of the Tyagarah Sustainable Community Alliance, also known as the Tyagarah Progress Association. Our group has spent more than the last year trying to impress upon the RTA the effect of and upon the Tyagarah community due to the Pacific Highway upgrade, in particular since the Yelgun opening. We have worked independently as well as in co-operation with the Ewingsdale Progress Association, to meet with RTA staff and also the Hon. Carl Scully.

Representatives from Tyagarah participated in the recent Noise Taskforce where our concerns were registered, albeit lightly. We were most dismayed to discover that Tyagarah was excluded from any noise mitigation measures in the resulting Taskforce Report. When we discovered the complete disregard of our community, we wrote to Mr. Scully and to Bob Higgins to express our concerns. These concerns still remain largely unaddressed by both Mr. Scully and Mr. Higgins and we feel that the Noise Taskforce, by comprehensively ignoring our concerns, has been  remarkably less than a genuine attempt at community consultation

In expressing our concerns we also formally submitted our requests for noise and safety for the strip of highway between Brunswick Heads and the Byron exchange in an addendum to the negligently incomplete Taskforce Report. I would like to submit these requests again to you formally, since up until now, we remain unheard. I feel very strongly that certain safety issues have been grossly overlooked and to give up on these requests would ultimately endanger those in our community as well as those travelling through. 

The stretch of highway between Brunswick and Byron is a place where trucks like to speed up, as the conditions are straight and they like to gain speed for the approaching Ewingsdale Hill. It is also one of the stretches of highway where the loudest road surface possible was used (tine grooved concrete), in spite of community consultation stating otherwise.

The stretch is highly interactive, ie, there are over 15 intersections and/or driveways that intersect onto the highway. Twelve of these intersections require trucks and cars to merge straight onto the highway at 90 degree angles without any on ramp for acceleration. Even the truck depot has no on-ramp onto the highway going north, requiring heavy vehicles to accelerate onto oncoming traffic going at least 100ks and over.

The stretch is seldom monitored for speed and safety. This combined with speeding trucks, loud road surface, accelerating vehicles and extreme interactivity means that this stretch of the Pacific Highway is both dangerous and excessively noisy.

We in Tyagarah are putting forward the following recommendations: 

1.) An 80k speed limit for trucks: all trucks travelling on the Pacific Highway, both travelling north and south between the Brunswick interchange and the Byron interchange, be required to lower their driving speed to 80 km per hour along with speed cameras (very importantly) to support the compliance to that speed. At the moment, trucks are using that stretch to speed up, moving at speeds up to 114 km/hr. This means we have trucks moving at unreasonable speeds, using compression braking and creating more noise and danger in an area that should be allowed. We feel this will be the most economically intelligent solution to both the noise and the safety issue. 

Please keep the following important safety concerns in mind with regard to lowering truck speeds:

· Unsafe intersections: the intersections are unsafe, with no on-ramps and off-ramps, no or very little signage and 90 degree access to highway. There are many of these intersections in just a short stretch of highway.

· Koala migration: recent Koala research shows the migration of koalas has shifted since the upgrade. They are now crossing at the Tyagarah straight. People often will actually get out of their cars and attempt to stop highway traffic for these koalas.

· Cows on highway: police and NRMA records show an average of 2 reports per months of large numbers of cows wandering loose on this stretch of highway.

· Airport: the parachutists, gliders and ultra lights landing over the highway create a scene where people always watch them, while they are driving, coming in for landing.

· Tourist traffic is moving in a different mind set at that stretch, they are coming into Bryon, slowing down to make the exit, slowing down to see everything and so they don't miss the exit if they are new to the area, slowing down to get to the beach at Grays. Byron is the main place this tourist traffic is going so a LARGE percentage of traffic is actually trying to slow down, while the truckers are trying to speed up.

2.) A Ban on Jacobs brakes: There are several types of these in use - commonly known as "engine or compression" brakes, Jacobs is but one company. 
· They are in use even when there is no safety reason including on

            gentle up and down slopes, as the trucks are wired so that the brakes

            come on when no accelerator or clutch is in use. 

· They can be somewhat muffled but that depends on having the highest quality exhaust mufflers in top condition. As there is no drive by policing of such noise and most exhausts are not of such quality, virtually all trucks emit loud, sleep disturbing noises. 

· The sound spectrum of brake noise is very wide and spans from sub-sonic (15 Hz)to mid frequencies. The low frequency modulation and components give this noise its characteristic bark and make it very difficult to attenuate.

3.) Rubberized bitumen: Our community was given clear commitments that we would have low noise surface rubberised bitumen. We have since been told we cannot have rubberised bitumen as it cannot be placed over the concrete that is there instead – which never should have been there in the first place. We request, even if the highway has to be stripped back to road base and resurfaced, that the highway be resurfaced correctly. The present surface is intolerable, an appalling misuse of funds, a public nuisance and can be heard as far away as Mullumbimby.

4.) We request a moratorium on any further upgrade of Pacific Highway until the past issues from upgrade of Yelgun to Coffs Harbour are cleared up. The overwhelming public outrage at the way this highway upgrade has disregarded the safety and amenity of the communities it effects is an indication that much more needs to be done than what is currently being suggested. Please do this stretch of upgrade from Yelgun to Coffs Harbour correct first, before you put money anywhere else.

Mr. Scully's recent initiative (about spending $18 million  on noise abatement) leaves much un-addressed, such as sleep disturbance, the presence of B-doubles on the Pacific Highway, general lowering of truck speeds, resurfacing where concrete was used, and real community consultation for Ocean Shores and Coffs Harbour.

5.) Speed and noise compliance enforcement:  Both speed and noise may be monitored and enforced. We are wondering just when that enforcement is going to start happening?

In summary, the highway is not only a transport and tourist highway, it is also a community interchange that is highly "interactive." This stretch between Brunswick and Byron Bay is anywhere BUT the place for trucks to be driving fast, let alone driving over 100 kms. We feel quite urgent about this issue and request your support to avert a disastrous situation. As the Taskforce Report recommends 80k trials for trucks in the Ewingsdale and Brunswick communities, it makes sense that Tyagarah be included in this plan.

Australia’s trucking regulations are some of the most substandard in the western world. Our localised complaints about their noise and safety is only the tip of an iceberg that, in the fullness of time, will require national attention.

Please contact me to advise as how best to proceed along with you to make this change happen.

Very truly yours,

Kali Wendorf

President

Tyagarah Progress Association

PO Box 1542

Byron Bay, NSW 2481

Cc
 Don Page

Tom Wilson

Hon. Carl Scully

